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General - Purpose 
The sample illustrations show how an attached unenclosed patio structure may be built utilizing the California 
Residential Code (CRC) “Conventional Light Wood- Frame Construction Guidelines”. The conventional method 
allows “repetitive” members in the designs of walls, floors and ceiling, are prescriptive, and ordinarily do not 
require a structural design to comply with the code.  

Design Provisions - Patio Cover Limitations 
The following patio cover illustrations are only applicable in residential dwellings classified as R-3 Occupancies. 
Patio covers are not designed or intended to be used as room additions which require compliance with code 
provisions such as heating, waterproofing, and normal live and wind loads. 
Furthermore, patio covers cannot always be converted to complying room additions without significant additional 
costs. 
 
Plan Submittal Guidelines - What information is needed to obtain a building 
permit?     
 Required           1) Site Plan    2) Elevations    3) Roof Framing    4) Cross-Section    5) Framing  
 
Included in the plan submittal should be the following information which clearly depicts the proposed 
patio cover construction and its relationship to the entire lot. Information such as the size and spacing of 
all framing members; attachment detail to the exterior wall; roof covering material, connection 
specifications for beam to post, and for post to footing, etc. 
If the patio structure consists of a simple design, please see the site plan on page 2. You may refer to 
the tables on page 3 and highlight proposed structural members for allowable size & spacing. 
Otherwise, a structural analysis/evaluation may be required by a professional engineer licensed in the 
State of California for the design of structures of unusual shape and/or structures supporting tile, etc. 
roofing materials (i.e., cellulose, cement). 

 
Fire Setbacks from property line 

 

Conventionally Built Patio Covers  



(N) Patio Cover 
(12’ x 18’) 

18’-0” 8’-0” 

Family Room 

(E) Dwelling 

(E) Garage Entry 

(Front Property Line) 

*Setback dimension taken from post to 
property line(s). 

Property Owner 

100 Happy Drive, Dixon, CA 

A.P.N. 00-100-2000 

Scope of Work: New Attached 12’x18’ Patio Cover Designed 
by Fancy Patios 

 
Exemption: (CBC, Section [A] 105.2) 
One story Detached Accessory Structures used as tool and storage sheds, playhouses, etc. 120 sq. ft. in floor 
area or smaller, with not more than 12- inches of overhang extending beyond the exterior wall of the structure do 
not require a building permit. The City of Dixon Zoning requirements still apply even when a building permit is 
not required.  Please contact the Dixon Planning Department Planningdepartment@cityofdixonca.gov or 707-
678-0960 ext 1786.     
  
Allowed Locations: 
Submitted design plans shall require review and approval by the City of Dixon Planning Department staff to 
review the Zoning Code restrictions for maximum building coverage allowed, height limitations, property line 
setbacks and maintenance/public utility easement setback distances prior to submitting plans. 
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Pleasant Street 

Site Plan 
Scale: 1” = 20’-0” 
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Note: California Residential Code R304.1, states that a wood framing members, including columns, that rest directly on 
concrete or masonry exterior foundation walls and are less than 8 inches from the exposed ground shall be naturally durable 
wood or wood that is preservative-treated in accordance with AWPA U1.   
Naturally Durable wood: The heartwood of the following: Decay Resistant Redwood, cedar, black locust and black walnut. 
Termite resistant Alaska yellow cedar, redwood, Eastern red cedar and Western cedar (including all sapwood-W red cedar) 
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